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are treated. The discussion is suggestive throughout, though most readers 
will feel disposed to question the presentation of some philosophical positions. 
For instance, the writer of this notice doubts if modern idealism can be most 
favorably presented through reference to Berkeleyan sensationalism and to 
those aspects of Royce's theory which Professor Russell makes use of. The 
especial merit of the book, is, however, that no matter how much or how little 
a teacher may have in common with the position of the author, he can use 
the text with profit as the basis of class discussion. 

An unfortunately large number of typographical errors is to be found in the 
book. 

J. R. Tuttle. 
Elmira College. 

The Principles of Science. By William Forbes Cooley. New York, Henry- 
Holt and Company, 1912. — pp. iv, 245. 

The present work is an "attempt to bridge the chasm, which — at least for 
undergraduates — too often lies between scientific and philosophical studies ' ' 
(Preface). It presupposes a passing acquaintance with the principles of 
science, and preferably the customary course in logic as well, though the latter 
is not indispensable. Building upon these, it aims, by an exposition and 
criticism of some of the fundamental processes of science, to lead the student 
by natural steps to questions of philosophy, which are regarded as lying just 
beyond the field of science. The book is divided into three parts which deal, 
respectively, with the Methods, Results, and Basal Principles of scientific 
thought. In the first part, the author discusses the nature of scientific 
knowledge, its relation to philosophy, the part played by analysis and synthe- 
sis in thought, the dangers which attend mental constructions, the methods by 
which these may be minimized, and the criteria of truth; in the second, the 
concepts matter, energy, mechanism, law, value, and evolution are treated; 
while the third part is devoted to a discussion of the postulates of thought, 
especially the postulates of rationality and external existence. Well selected 
exercises appear at the end of each chapter, and add materially to the worth 
of the book for class-room purposes. 

The above program is executed with clearness and vigor. Teachers who 
believe, with Dr. Cooley, that a criticism of scientific method and results is 
now a necessary, and possibly the best, approach to philosophy — and the 
number seems to be increasing rapidly — will find much here that will meet 
with their approval. At the same time, to many, the value of the book as an 
introduction to philosophy will be seriously impaired by the conception of 
that subject which appears in its pages, and which dominates the treatment of 
much of its material. Philosophy is regarded by its author as merely the 
uncertain portion of knowledge — "the penumbra, not the strongly lighted part 
of the domain of science " (p. 12). It is but the "scout of science, ranging the 
borderland of knowledge" {Ibid.). Philosophy then, according to this notion, 
has no real problems of its own, no dependable contributions to make to 
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thought. Holding such a view of the subject with which he aims to acquaint 
the student, it is inevitable that Dr. Cooley should present his material entirely 
from the familiar common-sense and scientific standpoints, and thus, in the 
eyes of many of his colleagues, fail to introduce them to philosophy at all. 
Here, in the opinion of many, is where the work misses its greatest oppor- 
tunity. Had this same material been set forth from some current and well- 
defined philosophical standpoint, the book would possibly have gained both 
in breadth and freshness of treatment, and, in addition, have lived up more 
nearly to its admirable aim — that of introducing the undergraduate in a 
natural way to philosophical conceptions. 



Brown University. 



A. H. Jones. 



On the Consciousness of the Universal and the Individual. A Contribution to 
the Phenomenology of the Thought Processes. By Francis Aveling. 
London, Macmillan and Co., 1912. — pp. vii, 255. 

The present volume, as the sub-title indicates, is presented as a psychological 
study. The book is divided into two parts. Part I, entitled "Historical 
Introduction," is a brief statement of the historical treatment of the problem 
of universals. In the words of the author: "This part is written from a 
frankly selective stand-point, and is in no sense to be considered an exhaustive, 
or even a complete statement of the history of the subject. Its main object 
is to provide a point of view which we wish to adopt in the subsequent treat- 
ment of the experimental data afforded by our research; and for this purpose 
it is given as a suitable introduction to the main part of our essay" (Preface, 
p. vii, note 1). Of the three sections of Part I, Section III, which deals with 
the present status of the problem of universals in contemporary psychology, 
more nearly serves the purpose which the author has assigned for Part I 
than does either of the other sections. Section I, "The Problem of the 'Uni- 
versals' from Plato to the Rennaissance," and Section II, "The Problem of the 
'Universals' from the Rennaissance to the Present Day, both interesting 
enough in themselves, seem to have but little bearing on the study of the 
"Phenomenology of the Thought Processes" except in so far as these sections 
indicate the steps by which modern psychology became disentangled from 
metaphysical or logical questions and methods. The metaphysicians and 
logicians of the remote past have relatively little, or nothing at all, to contribute 
toward the solution of a problem which has had a distinctly modern origin and 
for the solution of which we have adopted a method of a highly technical 
character. Therefore, in tracing the problem of ' Universals ' with our author 
through what he calls the three main periods — "the metaphysical, the epis- 
temological, and the psychological" (p. 3) — it would be a mistake to suppose 
that the later periods have supplanted the earlier, or that the metaphysical 
or logical question can be answered by 'experimental psychology.' Present- 
day philosophy may well be suspicious of attempts to divide the history of 
thought into precise stages of interest, after the manner of Comte. It is 
safer to treat the so-called stages as persistent, if somewhat divergent, lines 
of human interest. 



